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OUR SIGN
Cruising along the 127

Down to sunny Southend,
All the family singing along
A happy day we'll spend.

When suddenly before our eyes
Big letters do appear,

They spell the name of BASILDON
A town that's very near.

These large, white letters stand erect
In famous Hollywood style,

Reminding us that BASILDON
Has been here quite a while.

School children planted poppy seeds
Around the lettered sign,

To commemorate the self-less deeds
Of soldiers in war time.

So next time when you're travelling,
No matter where you're bound,

Take a little detour
To discover our new town.

By Sue Ranford (BBHS-Volunteer)



OUR BLUEBELLS

In April’s newsletter we had an article on
‘Nature-Our Woods’. I have since been back
to see the amazing display of bluebells.

The bluebell has many names: English
bluebell, wild hyacinth, wood bell, bell
bottle, Cuckoo’s Boots, Wood Hyacinth,
Lady’s Nightcap and Witches’ Thimbles,
Hyacinthoides non-script.

Since 1998, native bluebells have been
protected by Schedule 8 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act (WCA). It is illegal to
intentionally pick, uproot or destroy
bluebells.

Bluebells can take years to recover after foot
damage. If a bluebell’s leaves are crushed,
they die back from lack of food as the leaves
cannot photosynthesis.

If you plant bluebells, you should make sure
it's the English bluebell, not the Spanish
version. This is a more vigorous plant and
could out-compete our delicate native
flower.

Almost half the world's bluebells are found
in the UK, they’re relatively rare in the rest
of the world. Bluebell colonies take a long
time to establish - around 5-7 years from
seed to flower.

BLUEBELLS POEM

A magical scene unfurls in the woodland
Coating the ground in a carpet of blue,

Creatures stir in the warmth of springtime
I wonder if wildlife can see colours too?

A misty haze of violet bluebells
Nod their heads in the ghost of a breeze,
A narrow path winds its way through the 

woodland
Between the trunks of tall, slender trees.

Beside the path some stalks lay flattened
Where a vixen and cubs have been
Honing their skills in playful fashion

Then creeping back to their lair unseen.

As sunlight filters down through the forest
Shining on patches of bluebells there,
Nothing stirs in the shadowy stillness,

A silent wonder for all to share.

Walk down to the pond in Coombe Wood 
Valley

Or nestled deep in Westley Heights,
And take a moment to stand and reflect

On one of nature's amazing sights.

By Sue Ranford (BBHS Volunteer)



The following is the obituary of George Clift
reported in the local paper back in 1991, he
appears to have been a very versatile person
and we assume well known at the time.

However, we have not been able to find
anything more about him other what is
stated in his obituary.

One of our researchers has researched
Merchant Navy, Royal Navy and All England
Lightweight, and film records without any
success other than his name may have been
William George Clift and it is possible he
went in the Merchant Navy as an eight-year-
old cabin boy. David Davis a circus enthusiast
and journalist who writes in the Circus
Friends Associations Magazine ‘King Pole’
has been able to give us information on the
circus mentioned but cannot find anything
out about George’s circus career. Facebook
request has not thrown anything up – so if
there is anybody out there who knew
George or his family please get in touch.

Pitsea star George takes his last bow

One of Pitsea’s most loved residents, has
died at the age of 77. George Clift, who lived
with his wife Claire in St Michael’s Avenue,
was best known for his work as a Master of
Ceremonies and a toast-master, appearing
on bills with bandsman Joe Loss, Bob Miller,
Ronnie Aldridge and Eric Winston. But he
also made a name for himself in the worlds
of acting and sport.

Born in London, he joined the Merchant
Navy when he was 8. He learned to box in
the navy and fought a number of bouts in
South America, before winning an All
England Lightweight title at the Alcazar in
Edmonton. After leaving the navy, he began
working as a clown in the Berzac Circus
which toured with famous names such as
Flanagan and Allen.

When war broke out in 1939, George
decided to volunteer for the Royal Navy. He
was invalided out of service after his ship
was torpedoed but joined up again only to
be injured out a second time. At the end of
the war, he took up acting, appearing in
more than 200 films and once worked with
his wife Claire in Caesar and Cleopatra
starring Claud Rains. He acted alongside a
host of stars but his favourites were Anna
Neagle and Deborah Kerr.

George finally quit full-time showbusiness in
the 1950s when he moved to Pitsea to work
for Mobile Oil. But he took an active part in
the local dance scene and organized a
number of dances over the years.

GEORGE CLIFT: ACTOR AND MASTER OF CEREMONIES ETC



THE OTHER BASILDON

I wonder how many of you are aware
that is another Basildon. It is a small
civil parish in Berkshire and
comprises of two small villages of
Upper Basildon and Lower Basildon.
They are so named because of their
respective heights above the River
Thames which is on the Northern
border of the parish.

The earliest evidence of occupation
at Basildon can be traced back to
around 4000bc, although the name
comes from the early Saxon period
‘Basilford’. There are two parishes
churches, in Lower Basildon is the
Grade I listed St Bartholomew’s
dating from the 13th Century and is
now owned and maintained by the
Churches Conservation Trust. In
Upper Basildon is St Stephen’s built
in 1965.

Basildon Park, Lower Basildon

Basildon is possibly best known for
Basildon Park one of Berkshires
finest National Trust properties. A
previous house had been the home
of the Viscount Fane but the present
building was erected by John Carr of
York for Sir Francis Sykes between
1776 and 1783. It is a beautiful
example of the Palladian villa. What
is probably not known by many is
the ‘Basildon Bond’ writing paper
founded in 1911 is named in honour
of the place after the head of the
stationery firm holidayed there.

For a small parish, population of
approximately 2000, it has a
considerable history and would
appear to be well worth a visit. It
would be nice to hear from anybody
who has been there.St. Bartholomew’s, Lower Basildon



Whilst we were researching Basildon
parish in Berkshire we came across
Basildon House in Moorgate,
London. The description from
Historic England: -

Grade ll late C19 – In a Barogue style
with Grecian details. Thee storeys
and two attic storeys, the upper set
back. Three bays to Moorgate, five
bays to the return; ground floor of
pink granite forms a plinth.

BASILDON HOUSE
First and second floors of Portland
stone with polished granite giant
Composite attached columns, square
at the corner of the building. Big bow
oriel windows to centre of each
elevation, that to Moorgate rising to
third floor level. Main entablature
breaks forward over columns and
follows curve of oriels. Third floor
forms an attic storey – whose outer
bays are articulated by bold and
sculpted volutes carrying large urn
finials, separating paired windows
beneath pediments with carved
tympana. The fourth (upper attic)
floor has pedimented windows which
interrupt a deep and enriched frieze.

Unfortunately, we have been unable
to find out where the name came
from. So, if anybody has any ideas
please let us know.

Volunteers-Members

We are always on the lookout for new volunteers to help with our research,
digitizing our photographs, typing up individual memories, sorting and
presenting out displays, helping out at various events etc; why not call in at
our Heritage Office in the Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park to see what we get
up to. Our opening times are Monday and Wednesday 9.30am -12.30pm and
Saturdays 10am – 3.30pm. We are currently closed due to the Coronavirus.

You can also become a member - £1 annual membership or £10 life
membership.



VANGE WELL #5

During this period of Isolation individuals have been taking their daily
exercise by walking the beautiful woods of Langdon Hills. Many for the first
time and reports on Facebook tell us of the surprise of coming across a
rather curious building tacked away in Martinhole Wood off One Tree Hill
and wondering what it is.

Although named ‘Vange Well No 5’, because it was in the Vange Hall Estate it
is in the parish of Fobbing, Thurrock. Anyone wishing to visit, it is best to set
off from the car park at One Tree Hill Country Park’s visitor Centre. Cross the
main road and follow the footpaths through the woodland, which might
require wellington boots or other suitable footwear during the winter
months, it takes about 10 minutes – another building that should be
renovated and listed.

It is referred today as Vange Well
Number 5 being the last of five wells
sunk in the vicinity. It was Edwin
Cash a retired publican of the Angel
Pub, Islington and self-acclaimed
farmer who owned the land. He
claimed to have discovered water
that was highly sulphated of which
he considered to be of great
medicinal value in curing such
ailments as rheumatoid complaints,
lumbago, stomach troubles and
nervous disorders. His company
Vange Water Company was
incorporated in 1921 the business
however stopped trading shortly
after 1924 possibly due to the
proximity of the West Ham TB
Hospital, Dry Street, Langdon Hill as
it was thought it could possibly
contaminate the spring water.



LISTED BUILDINGS AND THOSE OF HISTORICAL INTEREST

There are in the region of hundred and
twenty listed buildings within the Borough
of Basildon. We intend in our future
newsletters to itemize at least two listed
buildings each time. Plus, two buildings of
historical interest that are not listed but
possibly should be considered for listing
.
Listing marks and celebrates a building's
special architectural and historic interest,
and also brings it under the consideration of
the planning system, so that it can be
protected for future generations.

The older a building is, and the fewer the
surviving examples of its kind, the more
likely it is to be listed.

The general principles are that all buildings
built before 1700 which survive in anything
like their original condition are likely to be
listed, as are most buildings built between
1700 and 1850. Particularly careful selection
is required for buildings from the period
after 1945. Buildings less than 30 years old
are not normally considered to be of special
architectural or historic interest because
they have yet to stand the test of time.

• Grade I buildings are of exceptional
interest, only 2.5% of listed buildings are
Grade I

• Grade II* buildings are particularly
important buildings of more than special
interest; 5.8% of listed buildings are
Grade II*

• Grade II buildings are of special interest;
91.7% of all listed buildings are in this
class and it is the most likely grade of
listing for a home owner.

Listing is not a preservation order,
preventing change. It does not freeze a
building in time, it simply means that listed
building consent must be applied for in
order to make any changes to that building
which might affect its special interest.

Basildon Borough has only two Grade l
buildings and these are as follows: -

St Mary Magdalene Church Great Burstead
is on the southern side of Church Street - the
main road through the village of Great
Burstead - and is flanked on the eastern side
by Church Hall Cemetery. It is the original
parish church for what later became
Billericay.

A wooden church was built in the 600s, but
that was replaced entirely by a Norman
building of random stone rubble in the
twelfth century. This in turn was largely
rebuilt in the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries. The only remaining part of the
Norman structure is the nave which has a
narrow Norman window. The north and
south porches and the south chapel are
early sixteenth century additions. A spiral
staircase leads up the bell tower to the
ringing chamber.



LISTED BUILDINGS AND THOSE OF HISTORICAL INTEREST CONTINUED

St Nicholas, Church Laindon, is on the
northern side of Church Hill, a little over two
hundred metres north of the St Nicholas
Lane junction. The earliest part - the nave -
existed by 1254 when the first-known rector
was recorded for the church. The chancel
and south aisle (the chapel) were added in
the 1330s. The chapel was dedicated to the
Virgin Mary and St Thomas Becket. The
south porch and bell turret were added in
the fifteenth century.

If you are interested in the churches of
Basildon may I suggest you log into the site
‘History Files (www.historyfiles.co.uk and
click on Basildon Churches) . The site is the
brain child of Peter Kessler (who we did
some work with) and not only covers all the
churches of the Borough but of other
districts around the country and other
historical information…a little gem.

Buildings of Historical Interested (not listed)

Vange Mission (Tin Tabernacle) in Bells Hill
Road, this small church, built in part from
corrugated iron, was built October 1886 and
funded through the efforts of Mr. William
Belcham, a Rayleigh man who moved to
Bells Hill Road, and many of the locals.

It is run as a Free Church being
undenominational and Mr. Belcham became
the first Superintendent.

Goldsmiths, Langdon Hills – is first named as
Goldesmythes-grounde in a document of
1515. Although we have found a reference
that A Simon de Berkyne (Barking) a
Goldsmith of London who took a lease out in
Dunton in 1341 for a period of six years. This
is possibly where the name came from. Over
the centuries the manor has been owned
and lived in by a number of prominent
people. In the middle1800s it became the
country home of the Dimsdale family and
the grandson of the original owner Sir
Joseph Dimsdale was Mayor of the City of
London 1901/2, during his time the house
was partly rebuilt with the first stone of the
rebuild laid by Lady Dimsdale in 1898. In
more recent times Alfred Brooks and his
family lived there from the early 1910s until
early 1950s. He was Managing Director of
the Associated Portland Cement
Manufacturers at Gravesend and Purfleet.



Stay Safe and Alert

Shopping in Tesco's with nothing to choose 
from,

All the shelves empty and all the tinned food 
gone,

Trying to get a delivery online,
These are a sign of unfortunate times.

50 shades later my hair is much greyer,
Trying to cut it but missing a layer,

Then there's the housework but that's not 
much fun,

Cupboards to empty and jobs to be done.

Keep far apart from our friends in the street,
Don't stop to chat with the neighbours we 

meet,
Policemen on duty to hand out the fines,

These are a sign of unfortunate times.

By Sue Ranford (BBHS-Volunteer)

Future Newsletters

Future Newsletters - If you would like a copy
of our future newsletters by email please let
us know by sending in an email or speak to
one of our volunteers, or if you know of
anybody else who would like a newsletter
email please let us know.

Facebook

Though our office is currently closed we are
still putting on our Facebook page –
‘Basildon Heritage’ – interesting snippets
most days so why not have a look and add
your comments and memories.

General Data Protection Regulations. 
(GDPR)

In accordance with the latest General Data
Protection Regulations (GDPR) we will not
divulge any personal information to third
parties without prior approval and you will
be able to request at any time removal from
our mailing list.

WEB Site

Why not check our web site out, we list all
the parishes in the Borough and where their
names come from, previous newsletters,
links to other Heritage sites etc.

Web site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk.
Email: - Kenneth.f.porter@gmail.com.
We are also on Facebook; Basildon Heritage.


