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WW1- FORGET NEVER – THE SOMME 

 

We have been extremely busy over the past year which is great news but has 

meant that we have not found time to send out our quarterly Newsletter letting 

people know what we have been up to. 

Our main work load over the past three years has been on our Heritage Funded 

‘Forget Never’ projects with our partners Basildon Twinning Association. At the 

same time our reputation has continued to grow, resulting in a number of 

organisations requesting displays and talks on the Borough. 



With regards to our latest WW1 project ‘Forget Never (The Somme)’, although 

hard work it has been a very satisfying and successful project. We understand that 

the Heritage Lottery who funded the project believe it to be one of the best. 

There were several magical moments: 

• The English and German students holding hands at the Lochnagar Crater. 

• Second Cricket match against Wickford Cricket Club. 

• The performance of the play in the Town Theatre in Meaux. 

• Presentation of our glass memorial plaque to the Mayor of Meaux, a 

representative from Helligenhaus and the Mayor of Basildon. Also in the 

presentation party was one of the French Presidential Candidates and the 

President of the Brie Cheese fraternity. The Basildon Plaque is on display 

in the foyer of the Towngate Council Offices. 

• The very successful weekend exhibition in November at the Green Centre. 

• Laying of Poppies together with a poem by our research member Sandra at 

the WW1 graves in the various churchyards across the Borough. 

 
Poppy Poem by Sandra 

I stood beside your grave today 

And said a silent prayer 

For a soldier I had never met 

For a brave soul lying there 

What horrors you must of witnessed 

We can but only imagine 

Rest in Peace 

 

 

 



We are now planning our next WW1 project ‘Forget Never - Sacrifice Legacy’ If 

our Heritage Lottery application is accepted we believe it will just as successful 

as the previous two. Previous projects have included school students not only 

from England but Germany and France; this time we will also be including 

students from Belgium but more on this project later if we are successful with our 

application. 

We are looking for stories of our commonwealth friends who came to our 

aid. More in the next newsletter. 

 

Helligenhaus (Germany) Town Crest 

Helligrenhaus is Basildon’s Twin town in 

Germany and their Chief Forester Hannes 

Johananssen has produced and presented to 

Basildon a wood carving of their crest. It has 

been erected in the Village Green at Wat Tyler 

Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘You are Hear’ 

Over the past two years we have been involved with the Essex Record Office 

talking bench project. This involved recording six two minute memory clips, 

uploaded on to a solar powered panel fixed to the bench where, at the press of a 

button people can listen to their stories. 

On Friday 31st March, Stephen Metcalf MP with the Mayor, David Harrison 

attended the unveiling ceremony of our talking Bench at Westlake Park, Bowers 

Gifford. The six 2 minute memory clips are from three current residents - Rose 

Griffin, Audrey Choules and Ted Crudgington and two former residents; John 



Wernham and  Michael Butler (2). John lives in Norfolk and sent us his recording, 

Michael and his wife travelled up from Wales and we recorded his memories at 

the Green Centre. 

 

 

 

Steven Metcalf on behalf of the Basildon Heritage thanked the Essex Record 

Office for the opportunity to participate in the project as it fitted comfortably with 

the Heritage Group’s aims of preserving and recording the history and culture of 

the Borough for its inhabitants and future generations. He also thanked Bowers 

Gifford Parish Council for their enthusiasm for enabling the bench to be erected 

in the Park and arranging its installation. 

 After thanking those who recorded their memories he called those present 

forward to cut the ribbon. 

The Record Office representative explained that benches have already been 

installed at Castle Hedingham, Colchester, Great Dunmow, Great Waltham, 

Harwich, Kelvedon and Saffron Walden. Our bench was the first to be erected 

this year with another ten to follow elsewhere. 

In addition to the Bench Launch, Stephan Metcalf, with the help of the Mayor, 

planted a tree in honour of a local man, William Gallant, who lost his life at the 

Battle of the Somme in the First World War. This was the last event of the 

Basildon Heritage lottery funded project ‘Forget Never (The Somme)’ in 

partnership with the Basildon Twinning associations with Heiligenhaus, 

Germany and Meaux, France. William died of his wounds on 13 November 1916 



and is buried at Dernancourt Communal Cemetery Extension, France. His parents 

Charles and Ada Gallant, lived at Georgeada Villa, Grange Road, Pound Lane, 

Bowers Gifford. 

 

 

 

There were also in attendance, members of the council, local councillors, parish 

councillors, members of the Civil Military Partnership Committee and local 

residents. 

Refreshments were then taken at the Benbow Club in Pound Lane.  

Echo Newspapers 

An unexpected situation arose at the beginning of the year when we were 

informed that the Echo Newspapers Chester Hall Lane, was downsizing and were 

about to abandon their archive of photographs from the 1970s through to the 

1990s, negatives, DVD’s and newspaper cuttings. They allowed us and other 

interested parties to visit their archive and take away anything of interest. Our 

interest was in the photographs and newspaper cuttings. The first batch of 

photographs that we have sorted and recorded are currently on display. 



 

Echo Display at the Green Centre 

World War Two Roll of Honour 

You may be aware that we produced four loose leaf binders on the World War 

One Roll of Honour. Individual copies were made and presented to all the Parish 

churches within the Borough plus the Libraries with Basildon Library having a 

full set.  

We are now about to embark on a similar project for World War Two and will 

therefore over the next couple of years be reporting on those heroes that lost their 

lives in this war, in the hope that we can trace those that knew them or their 

families to help in filling in the various gaps. 

Below are our first four names: 

Name Birthplac

e or 

Residence 

Regiment Rank Died Buried Family 

Leslie G 

Hymas 

 Royal 

Army 

Ordnance 

Corp 

Private 

5961095 

17/12/43 St Peter’s 

Nevendon 

Arthur & 

May 

Hymas 

James 

North 

Bowers 

Gifford 

Royal 

Navy 

Stoker 

First 

Class 

C/SS 

120812 

07/07/41 St 

Margaret’s 

Bowers 

Gifford 

Wife – 

Mary 

North 



Emily 

Sarah 

Roper 

Bowers 

Gifford 

Civilian  21/11/40 Moulsham 

Church -

Chelmsford 

Husband 

– 

Edmund 

Roper 

Frederick 

Charles 

Steward 

Willesden Royal 

Army 

Service 

Corps 

Driver 

T/25822 

28/05/41 St Michaels 

Pitsea-

Grave 655 

Son of 

George 

and Ellen  

       

 

We are aware that the various Parish War Memorials and Church Roll of Honours 

do not cover everybody. So if you have any information or photographs of those 

that lost their lives, we would love to hear from you. 

We are also looking for stories of those that came back home plus ARPs, Home 

Guard, Nurses, Women’s land army and evacuees. 

 

Talks 

The number of talks we have given has increased considerable over the past year, 

they covered:- 

• ‘The changing face of Basildon over the past 150 years.’ This covered the 

changing farming environment, plotland era and the coming of the New 

Town. 

• Basildon’s Famous People – covers 50 names of those persons who have 

had a connection with the area from the Puritan times through to current 

times. 

• Basildon Borough Heritage Group. 

• Potted history of Laindon 

Future Displays and Bookings 

• April – June - Display at the Green Centre – Echoes of Basildon’s Past 

• 15 April – Wat Tyler Centre – History of Wat Tyler Park display 

• 17 April – June – Display a Vange Library – Vange in Old Photographs 

• 3 June – Display at Galleywood Heritage Centre – Taste of Basildon’s Past 

• 4 May-  Alzheimers Group Wickford Community Centre – Walk down 

Runwell Road with slide show Talk. 



• 13 May  - Basildon Town Centre – Mayfest event 

• 13 July – Scout AGM at Methodist Church Vange –Talk on ‘The Changing 

face of Basildon over the past 150 years’ 

• 22 July – Display of Basildon Carnival Memories at Northlands Park part 

of the Annual Carnival. 

 

In addition to our various event bookings our volunteers are currently 

researching the following topics: 

 

• WWII Roll of Honour and War Memorials. 

• Local Education. 

• North Benfleet Church, Rectory and Hall. 

• Railways.  

• Colonial involvement in the First World War. 

• Children’s colouring book. 

 

Local books for Sale at the Green Centre: 

Aspect of Wickford By Maurice Wakeham £10.00 

Basildon Through Time By Lisa Horner £12.99 

Basildon Famous People By Ken Porter £8.00 

Basildon Plotlands (The 

“Londoners” Rural 

Retreat 

By Deana Walker £5.00 

German POW Camp 

266 Langdon Hills 

By Ken Porter & Steve 

Wynn 

£8.00 

Is anybody out there By Joe Goodman £6.00 

Memories of Basildon By Jim Reeve £5.00 

The Story of Pitsea 

Mount 

By Christopher Harrold £5.00 

Wickford  Archive of 

Photographs 

By Peter Hall £5.00 

Basildon – Birth of a 

City 

By Peter Lucas £2.00 

Basildon By Peter Lucas £8.00 

Basildon A Pictorial 

History 

By Jessie K Payne £5.00 

Basildon – A History & 

Celebration 

By Mara Cottrell £5.00 



The Story of Nevendon By Christopher Harrold 

and John Simpson 

£5.00 

Billericay Voices By Sylvia Kent £5.00 

When Basildon was 

Farms and Fields 

By Jessie K Payne £5.00 

Billericay (A History 

Tour in Pictures) 

Roger Green £5.00 

Laindon in the Great 

War 

By Ken Porter & Steven 

Wynn 

£8.00 

Secret Paths in South 

Essex 

By Sue Ranford £3.00 

Heritage Walks in 

Basildon 

By Sue Ranford £3.99 

Secret Basildon By Sue Ranford £3.99 

Growing up in Vange – 

My Story 

By Jack Fisher £2.00 

84 Years – A Journey 

from Langdon Hills to 

Corringham and Back  

By Wally Gilby £2.00 

We also have a collection of small booklets and pamphlets from 10p to 

£2.00 

Volunteers 

We are always on the lookout for new volunteers to help with our research and at 

the moment we are particularly on the lookout for somebody who can ran our 

Web Site.  

Photographs and Memories 

Do not forget we are still after your photographs, memories and artefacts of the 

Borough. Why not call in at the Green Centre at Wat Tyler and have a chat and a 

cup of tea with us. We are there on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 

9.30am until 1pm and Saturdays from 10.30am until 4pm. 

Future Newsletters 

If you would like a copy of future newsletters by email please let us know by 

sending in an email or speak to one of our volunteers. 

  

Web site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk. Email Info@basildonheritage.org.uk 

http://www.basildonheritage.org.uk/
mailto:Info@basildonheritage.org.uk


We are also on Facebook : Basildon Heritage 

 

 

 


