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Basildon at the Somme 

 
Following on from the highly successful 

First World War Project in 2014 we have 

now submitted a new request for grant aid 

from The Heritage Lottery Fund. (Backed 

by Stephan Metcalfe M.P.) Whilst we are 

awaiting the decision there are some ideas 

that we can begin to implement and to 

assure you all that the exhibition booked for 

19th/20th November at the Wat Tyler Green 

Centre will go ahead. We are looking forward to any contributions that you may 

be able to make and interactive sessions that you may be interested to participate 

in. 

 

As with the project in 2014 we are exploring and studying the effects of 1916 on 

communities in Basildon Borough, Heiligenhaus in Germany and Meaux France 

so that comparisons and similarities can be examined and used to continue our 

reconciliation between former waring nations and lead to an appreciation and 

understanding of others. 

 

1916 saw the battles of The Somme (July to November) and Jutland (May). In 

France the Battle of Verdun lasted for most of 1916. Germans were involved in 

all three parts of the conflict. Britain saw conscription for the first time, leaving 

many women taking over the roles of men in local communities. How did all 

these events affect the lives of people in Basildon, Heiligenhause and Meaux? 

 

This what we are going to try and find out! 

 

From the Borough, Meaux and Heiligenhause a total of 66 Soldiers lost their 

lives. 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi03pWQiq3MAhXsAMAKHRV-DfcQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Somme&psig=AFQjCNG-hJwuxlAWiJLKj_UMvWxtdoIjOw&ust=1461786722614752


 

 

Mandolins 
 

 

We have been given two mandolins for our 

collection of Basildon artefacts which will 

be displayed when we have an appropriate 

display. They belonged to Mrs Anne Jones 

who with others formed an Old Pensioners 

concert Group called ‘Melodymakers’ in 

The Women’s Institute Hut, Samuel Road, 

Langdon Hills. Affectingly known as ‘The 

Hut’. Anne and her husband George also 

taught old time dancing in the ‘Hut’. Anne 

was known as Queenie by her family and friends. 

Anne also gave mandolin lesson to Miss O’Brien who was a very strict teacher at 

Langdon Hills Primary School. The children made up the following verse based 

on a wartime tune:- 

Put another nickel in 

Old ma Brien’s mandolin 

When she plays the mandolin 

Its murder, murder, murder 

 

Anne and her family at the time were living at Hillside, Victoria Avenue. They 

had moved from West Ham in the early 1930s, initially to Woodgrange Avenue 

before moving to Victoria Avenue, Langdon Hills 

The family in the early 1960s moved to  ‘Alracks’, Lee Chapel and within a short 

time reformed the group, basing themselves at the Methodist Church in Lee 

Chapel North 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Roundhead Soldier Buried at 

Dunton 1647 
No battles have ever been fought on the 

fields of Basildon. However there were two 

fields to the north of St Nicholas Church, 

Laindon, between Church Road and Pound 

Lane, that were known as Great and Little 

Battles but they probably owe their names 

to the family Bataile, who owned land in 

Laindon in the 13th century. 



 

Roundhead troops travelled from Tilbury to Colchester in 1648 a so there may be 

some truth in the legend that Cromwell’s troops used old Langdon Hills Church. 

 

In Dunton churchyard lies a Roundhead soldier who served under Fairfax, the 

general who commanded the troops besieging Colchester in 1648. The entry in 

Dunton registers was probably written by the rector, a Presbyterian who had been 

appointed by the ‘Committee’ of Plundered Ministers’. 

(Translated from the Latin, it reads ‘Cradocke who distinguished himself under 

his Excellency General Fairfax died 27 or 28 September 1647’) 

 

This snippet comes from Jessie Payne who back in the 1950/60s often placed 

small articles of local history in the local newspapers. 

 

The following are snippets that we have come across that add to the story that 

Lord Fairfax army passed through the Langdon Hills, Laindon area. 

 

• During the Commonwealth period of Oliver Cromwell, Daniel Defoe in 

his “Account of the Siege of Colchester 1648”, described how: - 

 

• “On the 10th we had news that Lord Fairfax, having beaten the Royalists 

at Maidstone and re-taken Rochester, had passed the Thames at 

Gravesend, though with great difficulty and with some loss, and was 

come to Horndon on the Hill in order to gain Colchester before the 

Royalists, but hearing that Sir Charles Lucas had prevented him, had 

ordered his rendezvous at Billericay and intended to possess the pass at 

Maldon on the 11th, where Sir Thomas Honeywood, with the County 

Trained Bands was to be the same day. 

 

• From the beam over the east window, on the outside of the Langdon Hills 

Old Church at the bottom of Old Church Hill protruded a short iron shaft 

with a V- shaped end. It is alleged that it was a part of a cross bow bolt and 

local legend links it with the Cromwellion period, when it is said 

parliamentary troops stabled their horses in the building. 

 

• With cannonballs of the Civil War having been found in St Nicholas 

Church Laindon Churchyard and near the “Old Fortune of War”, along 

with records of Great Burstead church concerning burials of soldiers during 

1648, it is safe to assume that the progress of the Roundheads covered our 

route and not without incident. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



 

World War 1 Snippets 
 

The Colonies 

 
Germany and the Kaiser in particular believed that our Colonies would not come 

to our aid – How wrong they were, they flooded in their thousands to help the 

cause – we are therefore looking for descendants of Colonial families who were 

engaged in the Great War:- 

 
India, Canada, Newfoundland, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, African 

Colonies, Caribbean etc: 

 

________________________________________________________ 

Sportsman Battalions WW1 

 
In our research for photographs and memories of 

Guiding in the Borough, Mrs Mary Coles sent us a 

photograph of the Laindon Guides during the 1930s, at  

Greys Tower in Hornchurch. On further research we 

have established that Greys Tower was during WW1 

was commandeered as barracks for the Sportsman 

Battalions. 

The book ‘Hard as Nails’ by Michael Folley on 

the history of the Sportsman Battalions  describes how 

they used to take a train to Pitsea station and in the near 

vicinity practice digging and preparing trenches. Similar 

exercise was carried out by taking a train from 

Hornchurch to Wickford where again they would practice digging and preparing 

trenches. It has however been suggested that these trenches were in fact defences 

to safeguard North London. This came about because nearby Maldon had been 

damaged by bombs during a Zeppelin raid. 

On other occasions the soldiers, as part of their drill, would march to 

Langdon Hills and back, occasionally camping overnight.  

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

Laindon Guides at Greys Tower 

1930s 



Government Jam Scheme 

 
In 1918 as a result of the war, food rationing was introduced and a committee was 

set up to look at the ways of utilising any available natural resource. Throughout 

the country rural schools were instructed to ‘employ their children in gathering 

blackberries during school hours’ for the Government Jam making scheme 

 

Laindon Park Junior School Log book 24th September 1894 to 25th October 

1921 

 

• 16/17th September 1918 – The elder 

children have gone with the Teachers 

Blackberrying – Remainder of School 

in charge of Head Teacher. 

• 19th September 1918 – Half day for 

Blackberrying 

• 29th September 1918 – The 

Blackberrying is in full force the three 

best half-days being selected. 

• 9th October 1918 – Quantity of 

Blackberries sent to Jam Manufacturer = 640 lbs. 

• 18th October 1918 – Today finishes the Blackberrying collection, the total 

amount sent to Jam Manufacturers = 1084 lbs, amount of money earned by 

the children =£13.11.0d. Eleven half days were taken for the above. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Essex Industrial Archaeology Group (EIAG) 
 

The EIGA group are researching and recording WW2 Air Raid Shelters in Essex 

and have contacted various local history groups to help in their research. Their 

main concern is industrial air raid shelters but if anybody is aware of any 

remaining air raid shelters, industrial or private we would appreciate you getting 

in touch. A photograph with location and condition would be extremely helpful.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

Events 

 
Current Green Centre Exhibition –  

Down Memory Lane – Old A13 in Photographs from Five Bells to Sadlers 

Farm 



 

Saturday 14th May – Basildon Mayfest (Rotary Club of Basildon Concord) 

Basildon Town Centre 

 

Monday 16th May – Eversley School, Pitsea 

Talk to children on the history of Pitsea 

Sunday 22nd May – John Baron’s Walk – Barleylands 

 

Saturday/Sunday 28th/29th May 

Vange Exhibition 

Photographs of Vange/Pitsea/Bowers Gifford 

 

Wednesday 1st June 2pm – Manor House (Laindon) WI 

Talk on Laindon History and St Nicholas Church 

 

Thursday 7th July 10am – Methodist Church Vange 

Townswomen Guild - Talk – Basildon Famous 

 

Saturday 9th July 11am-4pm – Wickford Memorial Park 

‘Wickford at the Somme’ Display 

 

Saturday 23rd July – Basildon Carnival (Northlands Park) 

Basildon Photographic Display 

 

Sunday 21st August – Green Centre 

Essex Field Club Open Day 

Photographic Display 

 

Saturday/Sunday 10/11th September 10am – 5pm 

Barleylands – Local History Photographic Display 

 

Tuesday 25 October 2.30pm – High Ladies Group 

High House, Horndon-on-the-Hill 

Talk – Changing Face of Basildon over the last 150 years 

 

Saturday/Sunday 19th/20th November 11am -4pm 

Green Centre – WWI Commemoration Exhibition 

Basildon at the Somme 

 

Friday 25th November –Talk - SE Essex Federation of Towns Women’s Guild 

11am 

Basildon Civic Centre – Changing face of Basildon over the last 150 years. 

 



 

Photographs and Memories 
Do not forget we are still after your photographs, memories and artefacts of the 

Borough. Why not call in at the Green Centre at Wat Tyler and have a chat and a 

cup of tea with us.  

 

Future Newsletters 

 
If you would like a copy of future newsletters by email please let us know by 

sending in an email or speak to one of our volunteers. 

 

Web site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk. Email Info@basildonheritage.org.uk 

We are also on Facebook: Basildon Heritage 
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