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Saturday Coffee Morning- 2nd October – 
10am – 12 noon. 
 
Prior to the Covid outbreak we held two 
successful coffee mornings at the Green 
Centre. With life slowly returning to some 
semblance of normality, we are pleased to 
announce that we are going to restart the 
coffee mornings on Saturday 2nd October – 10-
12 noon. So, if you are free why not turn up for 
a restful couple of hours and see what we are 
up to. 

 
Update - What have we been up to: 
 
Estuary 2021 
 
Saturday 29 May, while some of the volunteers 
were in the Green Centre manning the office 
and our displays, two of our members were 
giving a talk to visitors who had come to see the 
Estuary 2021 display which was there until the 
13th June. The talk was on the wells of Basildon 
particularly Vange Well no.5 also referred to as 
Cash Well (named after the owner) and the 
Plotland era. 
 
Bowers Gifford Walking fayre 
 
We had our first outdoor display for nearly two 
years at the Bowers Gifford Walking Fayre on 
Sunday 30 May. It took place around the roads 
of Pound Lane, Bowers Gifford. There were 
around thirty stalls in peoples drive ways selling 
all sorts of thing. We were in Westlake Avenue 
and on our driveway with us was a St Luke’s 
hospice stall. It was a most enjoyable day. We 
did not only manage to sell a few of our books 
and booklets but recruited a couple of 
volunteers/members. 
 
One stall opposite was a young boy of twelve, 
Joshua selling his own paintings. We could not 
resist it and purchase the painting below which 
is of the beach at Rye, East Sussex. The other 
picture is Joshua’s stall. 
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Joshua paintings 

 

 
 

Getting ready for the rush – Bowers Gifford 
 
His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke 

of Edinburgh 
 

The Mayor, David Dadds kindly planted a tree 
for us and the people of the Borough at Wat 
Tyler Country Park on Saturday 12th June, this 
being the nearest Saturday to his birth date. 
Following the planting the Mayor said:  - “Prince 
Philip was a tireless servant of the Queen and 
country – first, as a decorated naval officer in 
the Second World War and then, later, as a 
dedicated husband and consort of over 70 years 

to Her Majesty the Queen. In planting this tree 
we hope that it will grow strong and tall and 
become a fitting memorial to the life memorial 
to the life of Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, 
and that will it will stand as a testament of the 
gratitude of the people of Basildon Borough for 
his incredible life of service.” 
 
The Mayors speech was followed by a short 
prayer and a minute silence and by the Deputy 
Mayor reading out the short poem written by 
one of our volunteers – Sue Ranford. 
Approximately twenty-five people attended 
including a number of local Pitsea Councilors. It 
was then back to the Green Centre for light 
refreshments. A very pleasant and moving 
ceremony. Afterwards one of our members 
escorted the Mayor around the Estuary 2021 
display. 
 

Vange School – Plastic Project 

During May and June an after-school club at 

Vange Primary School worked on a project on 

how plastic effects the Environment World 

Wide. We made a visited to the school in May 

to see how they were getting on and to 

encourage them. In June they came along to the 

Green Centre, Wat Tyler with their project 

neatly laid out on display boards. We have 

erected them for members of the public to be 

able to view them. At the same time each one 

of the children enthusiastically explained 

various aspects of the project with the teacher 

filmimg them for digital display. 

 

Helping putting the project together at the school 
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  The children putting the final touches to the 
project and getting ready to give their presentation 
at the Green Centre. 
 
We were very impressed with their efforts and 

the display will stay up for several months. 

Picnic in the Park – Bowers Gifford 
 

We were back at Bowers Gifford in August with 
a local display of the area but we sadly had to 
vacate the park due to tragic death of the 
chairman of the Benbow Club, Chris Wilkes. Our 
heartfelt condolences go out to his family and 
friends. 

  

Ventura County Genealogical Society 
 
As you will have gathered from previous 
newsletters, we have for at least the past year 
been in contact weekly by Zoom with members 
of the above society in California. On 
Wednesday 16th June one of our researchers 
presented to them a lecture on “The Notes and 
Pitfalls when researching the British Ancestry”. 
It appears to have been well received and we 
have subsequently been thanked. A handout is 
held in the office at the Green Centre. 

206th Anniversary of the battle of 
Waterloo 

 
On Friday 18 June, members of Basildon 
Heritage attended the Ceremony at All Saints 
Church, North Benfleet to commemorate the 
Anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo by re- 
enactors of the 2/44th East Essex and 2/95th Rifle 
Regiments where a wreath of poppies was laid 
in honour of John Cole, a Sergeant in the 1st Foot 
Guards, a Waterloo veteran and who is buried 
in the churchyard. 
 
The Ceremony was commenced with the 
following address: - 
 
“We have gathered today on the 206th 
anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo, to 
remember John Cole, a private of the First Foot 
Guards, a veteran of that final and decisive 
battle of the Napoleonic Wars. 
 
And all of those who took part in the battle of 
Waterloo, especially the soldiers, whether they 
fell on the field or survived, and have no 
individual memorial. Also, with the passage of 
time, headstones have naturally weathered and 
faded, records have been lost, graves have been 
moved for land development, there have been 
accidents, even thoughtless vandalism. 
 
Although a headstone may be lost or broken or 
there may never have been any marker, 
courage, comradeship and honour aren’t raised 
by monuments of stone, or diminished by 
random events, malice or the passage of time. 
Honourable service and sacrifice are immortal, 
indestructible and worthy of commemoration. 
 
By commemorating this soldier, John Cole, we 
pay respect to men and women of all nations 
throughout history and in all conflicts, who have 
selflessly served their countries in the cause of 
freedom particularly the soldiers and sailors of 
the United kingdom and her Empire and 
Commonwealth who served during the twenty 
years of the Napoleonic Wars: in North Africa; in 
South Asia and the far East; in the Caribbean; in 
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North and South America; in Flanders, Portugal 
and Spain; in the Hundred Days campaign 
comminating in the Battle of Waterloo; 
wherever they lie: 
 
We ask God’s mercy and countenance on their 
spirits. May perpetual light shine upon them and 
may they rest in peace.” 
 
This was followed by the Last Post, two-minute 
silence, Reveille/Rouse, Laying of the wreath 
and finally the ‘Kohima Epitaph”: 
 

‘When You Go home, Tell Them Of Us And 
Say, 

For Your Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today.’ 
 

   
 

 
  

The Woodsman comes home. 
 

Who remembers the Woodsman that stood in 
St Martin’s Square, Basildon town centre for 
over a decade. It was carved by Dave Chapple 
local sculptor and Essex artist from a fallen oak 
tree that came down in the hurricane of 1987 in 
Langdon Hills Country Park. 

 

  
 
It was erected in 1996 but unfortunately it was 
not properly maintained and in 2008 it was 
removed to Wat Tyler with the intention of it 
being restored and put on display there. 
 
Nick Stanley Warden of the Langdon Hills 
Country Park and the Friends of Langdon Hills 
Country Park arranged for it to be brought to 
the yard at the country park for safe storage and 
restoration, out of respect for Dave who had 
sculptured various carvings in the park, such as 
a snake, mouse and Saxon Head. They spent 
several years fund raising and slowly restored 
the woodsman to its former glory. 
 
It was finally erected and covered near the car 
park at Westley Heights, Langdon Hills, in early 
July 2021. Then on the 31st July following the 
bagpipes, Dave Chapple’s son Dean and family 
in front of a very large crowd unveiled the 15ft 
statue. In attendance was Stephen Metcalfe 
M.P., Sue Shinnick Mayor of Thurrock, Luke 
Mackenzie Dupty Mayor Of Basildon and  Chris 
Allen local Councillor 
 
The weather was kind and it turned out to be a 
very pleasant afternoon with free refreshments 
provided by the Friends of Langdon Hills 
Country Park. We were there with a 
photographic display of the local area. 
 
The Woodsman now stands majestically in its 
rightful place to near where the Old Oak finally 
fell down.  
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Jessie K Payne 
A KING’S SON WAS EDUCATED AT 

BILLERICAY 
 

In the 18th century, Billericay had a number of 
schools or academics, as they called them then, 
for ‘young ladies and gentleman,’ as well as a 
grammar school. 
 
Sheredays, No. 22 High Street, originally built in 
the 16th century but re-fronted in Georgian 
times, was a boy’s academy kept by the Rev. 
Georg Porter and here George Fitz George, an 
illegitimate child of George IV, was a pupil. 
When he was 11 years old (1819), he was 
drowned in a pond near the house and was 
buried at Great Burstead, where a memorial to 
him can be seen over the south door of the 
church. (Unfortunately, the memorial has since 
been lost). The Rev. Porters’ son, George 
Shepherd Porter, was also educated here; he 
became Chaplain of Bathurst, Cape of Good 
Hope. Another was Thomas Scrutton, later the 
rector of Great Sutton, Wirral Peninsula.  
 
A relic of the school remains, the names or 
initials of pupils scratched in the brickwork of 
the north wall of Sheredays. 
 

 
Sherdays – No. 22 High Street, Billericay 

 
Hensman’s Garage, 155-117 High Street, stands 
on the site of Greywalls (115) and Burstead 
House (117), Billericay. These were originally 
one house dating from the 16/17th century. 
About 1873 there was a girls’ academy at 
Greywalls. Miss Elizabeth Champion was the 
principal. Burstead House, next door, was a 

boy’s school known as Burstead House 
Academy, later known as Price’s Academy. In 
1862 it was described as a boarding house for 
young gentleman. The old school bell which 
hung by the side entrance remained until the 
house was sold. 
 
In 1848 a girl’s boarding academy was kept by 
two ladies in their fifties, the Misses Sarah and 
Deborah Cross, at the ancient St Aubyn’s. 5 
Chapel Street. Crescent House, 51 High Street 
was, during the 19th century, a girls’ academy. 
Later it was a boys’ academy with about 20 
pupils under the Rev F S Sparks. The boys were 
mainly of 16-18 years of age and some lodged 
at 42 high Street. They had their own cricket 
team to play an annual match against Billericay 
XI. 
 
2 Greywalls became the Temperance Hotel until 
it was demolished and replaced with a car 
showroom. 
 
(Sheredays was originally a 16th century timber 
farmhouse - Dr Frederick Carter lived and 
practiced there in the late 19th century and was 
succeeded in the 20th century by Dr. J.D.Wells 
– the premises now functions as a health & 
Beauty Clinic – it’s a grade II listed building) 
 
(Burstead House is grade II listed, St Aubyn’s, 5 
Chapel Street, is Grade II listed, Crescent 
House, 51 High Street is grade II Listed). 
 

            
Burstead House 
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                                  St Aubyn’s                                                    
 

The Empty Chair 
 

In our June Newsletter we stated that along 
with Basildon Twinning Associations we had 
become members of Passchendaele Museum 
we have also become a member of the Friends 
of Lochnagar Crater, near the village of La 
Boisselle on the Somme. We have just received 
their latest newsletter Issue 9, Spring 2021 and 
on the center, pages is the following article on 
the Empty Chair: - 
 

‘There’s a grief that can’t be spoken 
There’s a pain goes on and on 
Empty chairs at empty tables 

Now my friends are dead and gone’ 
 

The idea of the ‘Empty Chair’ as a symbol of loss 
and grief is well-established, summed up 
superbly by the words above from a popular 
song in the musical Les Miserables. There are 
other examples in song, poetry and sculptured. 
Lochnagar Crater has its own version, which 
you’ll see about a quarter way round the crater, 
as you walk from the cross in a clockwise 
direction. 
 
The Lochnagar ‘Chair’ was made in Germany, by 
Hannes Johannsen, a Forester from 
Heiligenhaus, a small town just beyond the 
Rhine, south of Essen. He sculpted it from an oak 
which fell in the storm in 2016. He calculated 
that the tree would have been about twenty 

years old when the First World War Began. The 
Oak stood near a road leading to the railway 
station and fell across the track in the storm. 
Many young men would have passed it in their 
way to the battlefields – many never to return. 
 

          

  
 
Funding came from the Heritage Lottery as part 
of the ‘Forget Never Project’ – a joint initiative 
by the twin-towns of Heiligenhaus in Germany, 
Meaux in France and Basildon in the 
UK.Johannes made three versions of the chair; 
the other two are in Basildon and at the Musee 
de la Grande Guerre at Meaux. 
 
Recently, a British musician who lives in France 
was inspired by a trip to La Boisselle to compose 
a song, called Lochnagar: The Empty Chair. 
Grant Butcher says he was captivated by the 
story of the Crater and the efforts by Richard 
Dunning MBE and the Friends of Lochnagar: I 
thought my song would help Richard and 
others to preserve it. On Armistice Day last 
year, the song with an accompanying video was 
put on the Lochnagar Crater Facebook site and 
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on YouTube, if you search for Lochnagar: The 
Empty Chair. 
 

The lyrics include the lines: 
As I stand here and gaze upon this pleasant 

land 
Trying to think what those young men went 

through 
All the death and destruction I don’t 

understand 
What makes mankind do what they do 

Now the battle is over, the War is all done 
And a great loss of life lies around 

And all that remains are the memories and 
names  

Of the poor souls who lie underground. 
The Chorus is: 

Lochnagar, what memories you hold 
Lochnagar, what stories you tell 

Of the great muddy battlefield covered in 
blood 

From the young men who fought there and 
fell 

My thoughts have been of you from that day 
to this 

And the memories I hope we all share 
And as I sing this song with great pride in my 

heart 
And my thoughts on the Empty Chair. 

 

              
 

  
(Our Newsletter 36 August 2020 refers to the 
75th Anniversary of the end of the war and the 
siting of our Chair outside the Green Centre, 
Wat Tyler Park, Pitsea - May, we also suggest 
you spend a few minutes listening to the 
YouTube – Lochnagar: The Empty Chair. 
   

Day in History 
 
7th January 1946 – Following the murder of six-
year-old Suzanne Degnan in Chicago, William 
Heirens was arrested and found guilty of the 
murder and two others. He died in prison on the 
5 march 2012 age 83 and at the time believed 
to have been the longest serving prisoner. Even 
today it is disputed whether he committed the 
crimes and he only confessed under duress. 
 
8 January 1324 – Marco Polo died on this date 
in 1324. When he was seventeen, Marco left 
Venice, a city-state in Italy and travelled 
through Asia with his father and uncle. While in 
China he met and befriend Kublai Khan, China’s 
Ruler. Khan gave Marco a job as an envoy, 
allowing him to travel to other parts of the 
empire. On his return home he was caught up in 
the Genos’ war with Venice and captured by the 
Genoese. He was released in 1299, became a 
Venetian Merchant, married and had three 
children. His adventurers are recorded in ‘The 
travels of Marco Polo’. 
 
9 January 1894 – On this day William Kennedy 
Laurie Dickson copy righted the first motion 
picture. Filmed in 1883 at Thomas Edison’s 
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studio in West Orange, New Jersey, the movie 
featured forty-seven images of a man sneezing. 
 
10 January 1962 – On this day an avalanche on 
the slopes of an extinct Peruvian volcano, 
Mount Huascaran, killed more than four 
thousand people and destroyed nine towns and 
seven small villages. The avalanche carried 
some of the bodies all the way to the Pacific 
Ocean, some 1200 miles away. 
 

Test your knowledge 
 

How many of these questions can you answer 
without using the internet or checking the 
answers on page 10 
  

1. Which nursery rhyme character “ran 
away with the spoon”? 

2. Give the Christian names of 
Churchill; Dickens; Shakespeare. 

3. What city in Europe is famous for its 
music? 

4. On which river does it stand? 
5. What is Yarmouth famous for? 
6. Who wrote “Winnie the Pooh”? 
7. Who wrote “The Importance of 

Being Ernest? 
  

Littoral Press 
 
Mervyn Linford started the Littoral Press in 
2004 to publish his first book of prose: The 
Willow Pond - subtitled A 1950s Childhood in 
South East Essex. He had already had two 
collections of nature poetry published by the 
Brentham Press of St. Albans and many poems 
published in magazines, newspapers and poetry 
anthologies. After having some work broadcast 
on local and national radio he realised that 
there was an audience for nature poetry and yet 
it was difficult to get nature poetry published. 
He therefore decided to publish other nature 
poets who he felt were so accomplished that 
they deserved to be in the public domain. 
 
Since then, he has gone on to publish more 
generalised poetry collections and books of 

local interest for the Basildon Heritage Society - 
of which he is a member. At one time he ran a 
print magazine (Littoral Magazine - Nature and 
the Spirit - Unity in Diversity). This print 
magazine only ran for a couple of years but has 
now re-emerged online and can be seen on 
Littoral  Press’s website 
(littoralpressuk.jimdofree.com).  
 
He also runs a yearly poetry collection 
competition. Since 2004 he has published 
twelve prose books and sixteen poetry 
collections of his own, thirty-five poetry 
collections for other poets, plus a considerable 
number of prose works for other authors. All of 
his work and that of the other authors he has 
published can been seen on the website. He 
lived in Basildon for 17 years and Southend on 
Sea for 38. He now lives in Lavenham in Suffolk 
but his partner of 40 years lives in Leigh on Sea 
which means as a nature writer he now has the 
best of both worlds as far as inspiration is 
concerned. He spends half of his time by the 
marshes, mudflats and saltings of the Thames 
Estuary and the other half in the North Essex 
and South Suffolk countryside. 

 
 
His two books about Basildon and its 
surrounding areas: The Willow Pond & Basildon 
New Town - A Memoir 1952-1969 are still in 
print and available from Littoral Press’s website 
post free or from the Basildon Heritage Society 
in the Green Centre at Wat Tyler Country Park. 
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Basildon Borough History 
(https://basildonhistory.wixsite.com) 

 
 

  
I started my own local history site in 2015. I 
linked it to Twitter in an effort to help spread 
the history of the area. 
 
The roots of this creation go back a lot further 
than I’d realized. The catalyst came from 
television with jokes about the area, probably 
made by people that have never been here. 
Phill Jupitus and Stephen Fry are two of the 
culprits for this, but a joke about Basildon and 
Billericay being used as a punchline within a few 
days of each other really annoyed me. 
 
By this time, I had developed a very strong link 
to what we now know as Basildon Borough 
when I started working on my family tree in 
2009. I knew about my links to Wickford but had 
no idea they went back into the 1500s. 
 
I was born in Basildon Hospital in 1981. We lived 
in Laindon until 1987 when we moved to Pitsea. 
I also long historic links to the whole area. I can 
trace my relatives in Ramsden Bellhouse and 
Laindon to the late – 1600s. Basildon, 
Nevendon, Vange, North Benfleet, Little 
Burstead, Ramsden Cray and Billericay in 
the1700s and Dunton, Great Burstead, Langdon 
Hills & Crays Hill in the 1800s. 
 
I decided to start my site to show people that 
there was more to Basildon than the New Town 
and concrete. I wanted to share to the wider 
World that we weren’t the lazy, violent, 
uneducated stereotypes that the media would 

have you believe we are, and that we had lots 
of history and loads to be positive about. 
 
It was also in 2015 that I discovered Basildon 
Borough Heritage whilst walking around Wat 
Tyler Park. Since then, I have taken over running 
their website and still run my own, still with 
twitter account and sharing photos on 
Instagram as well. 
 
James Nason – Web Master 
 

The Essex Society for Archaeology & 
History – Transactions Volume 10 

 
Basildon, Nethermayne, Dry Street, - Phase 2 
Evaluation. 
 
Two phases of trial-trench evaluation were 
undertaken within the Phase 2 development 
area as part of the ongoing investigation of the 
wider Nethermayne site. Thirteen trenches 
were excavated in the eastern part of the Phase 
II area, previous trial-trenching in its western 
part, in 2006, having revealed pits and ditches 
of prehistoric, late Iron Age/Roman, Late 
Roman and Anglo-Saxon date. 
 
Of the thirteen trenches, eight contained 
archaeological remains. These included pits and 
ditches/gullies of probable late Iron Age to 
Roman date, with some pits occurring in dense, 
intercutting clusters. 
 
We are requesting a full report and whether 
there were actually any artifacts.  
 

New Releases 
 

Poems and a Brief History of Laindon 
and Surrounding District. 

 
This book covers Laindon and the surrounding 
district, through the poetic words of people’s 
fond memories of the area going back over 150 
years. There is a unique story being told, either 
about a day in their lives or something, closer to 
their hearts. With information on the authors 

https://basildonhistory.wixsite.com/
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and additional snippets on the history of the 
area referred to in the poems.  
 

    
The area we knew as children is now 
unrecognizable. I hope that this journey 
through the past in both poetry, photographs 
and snippets will bring some nostalgic pleasure 
to those that lived through it and give an idea of 
what it was like to the younger generation. 
 
Retail price £13.99 including postage or £10 if 
you collect from our office at Green Centre, Wat 
Tyler. 

Answers to test your knowledge 
 

1. The dish 
2. Winston; Charles; William. 
3. Vienna 
4. Danube 
5. Herrings 
6. A.A. Milne 
7. Oscar Wilde 

 
Give yourself a pat on the back if you got them 

correct without cheating. 
 

Another poem by Sue Ranford 
 

IF 
 

If you can remember when TV was new 
With a magnifying glass to enlarge the view, 

When Muffin the Mule was attached to strings, 
And Lenny the lion did silly things. 

 

Monday was wash day, you boiled your whites, 
We all wore stockings, no-one had tights. 
Clear, plastic rain hats tied under the chin, 

And shopping bags were made out of string. 
 

When lunch was dinner, and dinner was tea,  
A balanced diet? Now what can that be? 

We sat in the garden shelling peas, 
No-one had fridges, there was nothing to 

freeze. 
 

Christmas arrived in mid-December, 
Not in October, or even September. 

Glued paper chains were carefully hung, 
And traditional carols were always sung. 

 
Then you’re as old as me! 

 
Booklets 

Being back in the office means that we have 
been able to produce a few more booklets 

Thames Barges at Vange 
Vange & Pitsea Fire Brigade 

Vange Hall Brick Works 1886-1924 
The Barge Inn 

Fire at St Margaret’s Church, Bowers Gifford 
Witches of Basildon Borough 

Wager Dairies 
Memories living at ‘Hill View’ Stanley Road 

Pitsea 
WW2 of Britain commemorated in the Road 

Names of Wickford 
 

 Future Newsletters 
 

Future Newsletters - If you would like a copy of 
our future newsletters by email, please let us 
know by sending in an email or speak to one of 
our volunteers. 
 
If you know of anybody else who would like a 
newsletter by email, please let us know. 
Previous newsletters are on our web site. 
 

WEB Site 
 

Why not check out our web site, we list all the 
parishes in the Borough and where their names 
come from, previous newsletters and links to 
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other Heritage sites - 
www.basildonheritage.org.uk. 
 
Since our last newsletter we have added the 
following research documents to the site:  
 

Witches of Basildon Borough 
Wager Dairies 

 
Facebook 

 
We are still putting on our Facebook page – 
‘Basildon Heritage’ – interesting snippets most 
days so why not have a look and add your 
comments and memories.  
 

General Data Protection 
Regulations. (GDPR) 

 
In accordance with the latest General Data 
Protection Regulations (GDPR) we will not divulge 
any personal information to third parties without 
prior approval and you will be able to request at any 
time removal from our mailing list. 
 

Volunteers-Members 
  

We are always on the lookout for new 
volunteers to help with our research, digitizing 
our photographs, typing up individual 
memories, sorting and presenting out displays, 
helping out at various events etc; why not call in 
at our Heritage Office in the Green Centre, Wat 
Tyler Park to see what we get up to. Our 
opening times are Monday and Wednesday 
9.30am -12.30pm and Saturdays 10am – 
3.30pm.  
 
You can also become a member - £1 annual 
membership or £10 life membership. 

 
Who we are? 

 
Just in case you do not know who we are - we 
are a group of like-minded volunteers who 
believe that our culture and heritage is central 
to a sustainable community. We aim to 
preserve our past for the enjoyment, interest, 
and benefit of future generations of 
Basildonians. 
 

We do this by: - 

• Collecting memories from people who 
have lived in the area for a long time. 

• Collect photographs and other artifacts 
used at the various exhibitions we hold 
in libraries and other venues around 
Basildon. 

• Give talks to groups interested in their 
local history. 

• We cover the whole of the Borough. 
Our office and on-going displays are at the 
Green Centre, Wat Tyler Country Park. 

Founded March 2007-Registered 
Charity No. 1176037 

 
Email Address 

 
If you would like to contact us our email 
address is: basildonheeritage@gmail.com and 
we will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 

      

                 

 
 

http://www.basildonheritage.org.uk/
mailto:basildonheeritage@gmail.com

