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Forget Never Project – Sacrifice and legacy Project – (FNP) 

 

TOMMY– THERE BUT NOT THERE (FNP) 

Following the 2014 ceramic poppies at the Tower of 
London, which represented the 888,246 British and 
Commonwealth Service men and women who lost their 
lives in the First World War, this Tommy commemorates 
the centenary of the end of the 1914-18 war and those who 
lost their lives. 

We have, following donations purchased the 6ft version 
and have been taking it to all the events that we have been 
involved in 



It will be on display at our event on the 29/30th September 2018, why not come 
and have your photograph taken with it. 

 

 



28/29th May – Platoon Experience 

 

Basildon Army cadets and children from Vange School enjoyed a two-day visit 

to the Peace Village Hostel, in Massine, near Ypres, Belgium. 

The cadets spent a morning practicing drills, bayonet training, and learning how 

to throw a hand grenade. 

At Lunch time they were issued with WW1 uniforms and rifles and had trench 

lunch food served in mess tins. 

 

In the afternoon they marched to Tyne Cot Cemetery (3/4 miles) on the way 

they re-enacted short battle skirmishes, including gas attacks. Arriving at Tyne 

Cot exhausted but exhilarated. 

At Tyne Cot they had a guided tour around the cemetery and told stories of 

some of the men buried there. 

The younger Vange children visited Zonnebeke Museum 

and participated in the Olly Experience. Olly being a 

yellow cartoon character made out of a shell. Olly helped 

the children find their way around the museum and 

whenever they saw him he described the artefact and 

also gave them some assignments to do. 

 

   

 



Phoenix School Visit (FNP) 

Just before school broke up we visited 

Phoenix School, Laindon and gave a talk 

on the First World War to years 4 and 5. 

We took Tommy with us. The idea of the 

visit was to encourage the children to 

either write a piece on the war from their 

research or a poem for us to display at 

our event at the Green Centre at Wat 

Tyler Park on 29/30 September.  The 

children were very enthusiastic and by the time we left we had one lad reciting 

the first two lines of his poem.   

Conflict Resolution (FNP) 

In June we had a visit from Colin and Wendy Parry who are founding members 

of the ‘Peace Foundation’. Colin and Wendy are the parents of Tim Parry who 

along with Johnathan Ball were killed in the IRA bombing of Warrington on the 

20 March 1993 the day before Mothering Sunday. 

They came and gave a talk on Conflict Resolution at Wat Tyler Park to members 

of the public and students from the following schools: Billericay, Beauchamps 

and Woodlands Schools also in attendance were Stephen Metcalfe MP, Basildon 

Councillors, Kingswood Baptist Church and Basildon Rotary Concord Club. 

Colin explained that by forming the charity it 

has helped him and Wendy to come to terms 

with the death of their son. The Foundation 

operates the national Survivors Assistance 

Network, a free and confidential clinically 

informed service, available to any person 

resident in Great Britain, or British people 

abroad, who have been affected by acts of terrorism. 

After the talk Colin and Wendy accompanied Ernie Brennan director of the 

International Children’s Football Alliance and presented plaques and a red 

football to the following schools who have taken part in the Peace initiative: 

Woodlands and Beauchamps Senior schools and Vange, Greensted and Lee 

Chapel Junior schools. 

 



 

Cricket Match (FNP) 

Wickford Cricket Club lost ten of its players in the Great War so on the 17th August 
we played our third game against the club in commemoration of those that died 
and those that returned. 

The club had a Pals battalion made up of players who signed up together to fight. 
Descendants of Richard James Bartlett who still live in the Wickford area were 
in attendance. 

On this occasion we also played an under 13 game between Billericay Cricket 
Club and Wickford. In the senior game our celebrity was Brinn Bevan the 
Olympic Gold Gymnast who had never played a game of cricket before.  

Although the result of the game was far from a 
priority, Wickford did on this occasion win, the 
Forget Never team had in fact won the previous 
game in 2016 but then we did have a ex Essex 
County player on our side.  

Medals for the players, umpires and scorers were 
presented by Brinn and the Mayor of Basildon. Steve Newman a WW1 fanatic 
presented to the club a First World War Helmet that he had dug on up one of 
his many visits to the western front. 

We have to thank Wickford for hosting the match and to all the players and 
supporters who made it a very memorable occasion. 

Basildon Archaeology 

The following is two brief summaries of the Borough’s Archaeology evaluations 

as reported in the Essex Society for Archaeology & History Volume 7 – 2016. 

Dry Street, Langdon Hills- ‘Redrow’ Development (TQ 69710 86940) – Trail 

Trench evaluation and subsequent excavations were carried out in advance of 

Phase 1 residential development within the east-central part of the former 

Longwood Riding School and Equestrian Centre, to the west of Basildon Hospital. 

A previous phase of trial trenching in 2006 identified Neolithic, Bronze Age, Iron 

Age, Roman and Saxon features and finds across the north-west part of the 

wider development site. 

Evaluation of the remaining 5.5ha of the Phase 1 area encountered remains in 

only four of the thirty-five trenches: a single undated pit and two ditches or 



gullies that related to the 19th century agricultural landscape. The concentration 

of multi-phase remains found in the north-west in 2006 clearly did not extend 

southwards. 

The subsequent 5,460sq m excavation area was located on the northern edge of 

the Phase 1 development area, in the vicinity of the 2006 evaluation. This 

recorded a single Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age pit, two late Roman pits and 

two ditches and a number of small pits of Early Saxon date. These mark the 

southern periphery of an apparent concentration of archaeological remains that 

extend north into the central part of the future Phase 2 development area. 

Laindon, Land South of 70 Victoria Road (TQ 67553 89070) – The site was 

partially on the northern edge of the medieval moated enclosure of Great 

Gubbins Farm. In advance of the construction of four new dwellings, a trial 

trench was positioned over the projected line of the moat and despite a lot of 

modern disturbance, it revealed the moat surviving to a depth of at least 1.6m. 

Historic mapping shows that the moat was only partially filled with water by the 

late 19th century with the remaining earthworks visible until c1940. Dating 

evidence from the moat confirms that the earthwork was being gradually filled 

during these decades with most of the backfilling occurring during the early 20th 

century. There were no medieval finds in the moat. 

British Newspaper Archive 

As part of our continuous research on the history of the Borough we often 

come across interesting snippets:-  

Chelmsford Chronicle – Friday 27 August 1948  

Col. George S Thomson, who died at “Jess Kier” High Road, Pitsea, aged 89 was 

a bachelor and had served in the Indian medical service. He could speak in 20 

languages. 

Link with Nelson - Mrs M.A. Branton, of The Medes, High Road, Pitsea, who 

died on August 17 aged 89, went with her grandson, Flight Lieut. Chivers, who 

in 1945 was decorated at Buckingham Palace with the D.F.C. An ancestor, Capt. 

Wells was with Lord Nelson at Trafalgar and died on the Victory. 

Essex Newsman Saturday 25 July 1891 

Destruction of Pitsea Mill by fire. On Wednesday morning, about one o’clock 

the Old Post Windmill at Pitsea in the occupation of Mr John Willsmer, was 



discovered by PC Sweeting to be on fire. The mill was destroyed with the 

contents. The damaged is covered by insurance in the Essex and Suffolk 

Equitable Office. The Mill was the property of Mr H G Blencowe, of Little 

Chalvedon Hall.  

It stood on the hill above what is now Howards Park and was accessed via a lane 

(The Chase) which ran up from Rectory Road towards Eversley Road. Part of the 

Lane is now called Howard Crescent. After the fire, the mill house was used as a 

holiday home for children from London. It was called King Edward’s, Holiday 

Home. This too was eventually burned down. 

There was little that could be done to save the mill as the nearest fire engine was 

at Billericay. Bricks from the burnt-out mill were used to build Pound Lane 

mission (Bowers Gifford). 

For further information: Basildon a Pictorial History by Jessie K Payne - When 

Basildon was farms and fields by Jessie K Payne. 

Heart of Pitsea 

Dear                                                                               
6th September 2018 

Donation from Heart of Pitsea to Basildon Heritage 

Please find enclosed a cheque for the sum of £20.00, 

which is a donation to Basildon Heritage from 

everyone at Heart of Pitsea. 

Our committee would like to give this donation as a thank you for providing two 

free talks at our Community Connect club earlier this year. 

We hope that this can be of some help towards the fantastic work Basildon 

Heritage does for our local community. 

Please do keep us in mind for any future schemes or initiatives you have 

planned. 

Yours sincerely 

Heart of Pitsea 

 

 



Photographic Displays 

We have just removed our photographic display from Towngate, representing 
the Towngate Theatre anniversary. 

Vange Library has a current display on Vange 

On the 26th June we were represented at the Army Forces Day and had a display 
of photographs along with Tommy in Towngate. 

Green Centre photographic and archive display are currently being changed as 
part of the event on the 29/30th September. 

Coming Events 

1st October – Talk to Vange & Pitsea Hort. Soc‘ Changing Face of the 

Borough over the last 150 years’ 

18th October – Visit to Stow Maries WW1 Airfield (FNP) 

13th October – Display at Billericay Archive Annual Open Day 

3 / 4th November- Unveiling “The Empty Chair” at Lochnager Crater, La 

Boisselle, France. (FNP) 

10th November – Play at Woodlands School – ‘The Other side of Peace’ 

by Dawn Knox (FNP) 

11th November – Lightning of New Beacon at Wat Tyler Park in 

Celebration of the end of WW1 (FNP) 

19th to 23rd November – Forget Never Project Display at the Houses of 

Parliament.(FNP) 

Local books for Sale at the Green Centre 

Two Sons in a War Zone By Stephen Wynn £5.00 (rp. £10.99) 

Basildon New Town-a 
Memoir 1952-1969 

By Mervyn Linford £12.99 

The willow Pond By Mervyn Linford £11.99 

   

 
Aspect of Wickford By Maurice Wakeham £10.00 

Basildon Through Time By Lisa Horner £12.99 



Basildon Famous People By Ken Porter £6.00 

Basildon Plotlands (The 

“Londoners” Rural Retreat 

By Deana Walker £5.00 

German POW Camp 266 

Langdon Hills 

By Ken Porter & Stephen 

Wynn 

£6.00 

Is anybody out there By Joe Goodman £6.00 

Memories of Basildon By Jim Reeve £5.00 

The Story of Pitsea Mount By Christopher Harrold £5.00 

Wickford  Archive of 

Photographs 

By Peter Hall £5.00 

Basildon – Birth of a City By Peter Lucas £2.00 

Basildon By Peter Lucas £8.00 

Basildon A Pictorial 

History 

By Jessie K Payne £5.00 

The Great War By Dawn Knox £10.00 

The Story of Nevendon By Christopher Harrold and 

John Simpson 

£5.00 

Billericay Voices By Sylvia Kent £5.00 

When Basildon was Farms 

and Fields 

By Jessie K Payne £5.00 

Billericay (A history Tour 

in Pictures) 

Roger Green £5.00 

Laindon in the Great War By Ken Porter & Stephen 

Wynn 

£6.00 

Secret Paths in South Essex By Sue Ranford £2.00 

Heritage Walks in Basildon By Sue Ranford £2.00 

Secret Basildon By Sue Ranford £2.00 

Growing up in Vange – My 

Story 

By Jack Fisher £2.00 



84 Years – A Journey from 

Langdon Hills to 

Corringham and Back  

By Wally Gilby £2.00 

The Daffodil & Thin Place By Dawn Knox £10.00  

Castle Point in the Great 

War 

By Ken Porter £6.00 

Plotlands Memories By Karan McKay £3.00 

A Plotland Album  £3.00 

Langdon Hills at War  £2.00 

Billericay in the Great War By Ken Porter and Stephen 

Wynn 

£6.00 

Grays (Thurrock) in the 

Great War 

Ken Porter and Stephen 

Wynn 

£6.00 

Thurrock – In old Picture 

postcards 

Out of print £5.00 

 

We also have a collection of small booklets and pamphlets from 10p to £3.00. 

Including booklets of specific topics researched by our Volunteers on the 

First World War. Examples : 

Women in Munitions – a local story 
Conscientious objectors in WW1 

Mutiny in the First World War 
Volunteers 

We are always on the lookout for new volunteers to help with our research, why 

not call in at our office at the Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park to see what we get 

up to. 

Photographs and Memories 

Do not forget we are still after your photographs, memories and artefacts of the 

Borough. Why not call in at the Green Centre at Wat Tyler and have a chat and 

a cup of tea with us. We are there on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 

9.30am until 1pm and Saturdays from 10.30am until 4pm 



Future Newsletters 

If you would like a copy of future newsletters by email please let us know by 

sending in an email or speak to one of our volunteers. In accordance with the 

latest General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) we will not divulge any 

personal information to third parties without prior approval and you will be able 

to request at any time removal from our mailing list. 

Web site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk. Email k.kfp@btinternet.com 
We are also on Facebook ; Basildon Heritage 

 

http://www.basildonheritage.org.uk/
mailto:k.kfp@btinternet.com

