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Remembrance Poppies 

 

Basildon Borough Heritage in conjunction with the Basildon Civic Military 

partnership committee, Basildon Council and Laindon Park School on 4 

November 2015 sowed poppy seeds   in front of the Basildon Sign. The display 

the first year (2016) was rather disappointing but the Parks department of the 

council did a further sowing with the result being far more successful,  



‘In Flanders’ field the poppies blow’ – let’s hope our Basildon Poppies will 

continue to blow, year on year in remembrance of our brave men and women who 

sacrifice their lives for us. 

 

 

 

James Horslen – Laindon Army Veteran 

One of the web sites we use in our research is the British Newspapers 

Archive and it is amazing the number of interesting snippets you come across - 

James Horslen for one. 

James was born in Writtle, Essex in 1817. The 1861 census has him living at 

Noak Bridge Farm Laindon with his wife Elizabeth (nee French) whom he 

married in 1860. Presumably after he came out of the army. He had joined the 

army on 24 October 1840 and served in the 9th Queens’ Royal Regiment of 

Lancers for nearly 20 years, rising to the rank of Sergeant.  For 16 years of his 

time he was in India as part of the British East India Company and was actively 

involved in the Punjab campaign, Anglo-Sikh wars, 1845/1849 and the Indian 

Mutiny 1857/58. 

In addition to receiving four badges for good conduct he was awarded a medal 

for the Battle of Sobraon (first Anglo-Sikh War), medal for the Punjab Campaign, 

clasp for the Battle of Chillianwala (second Anglo-Sikh War) and the Indian 

Mutiny medal (1857/58) with the Delhi clasp which was awarded to those that 

participated in the capture of Delhi.  



Two years later he was discharged in 1860, as unfit 

for further service. The 1881 census records him 

farming 53 acres with one man and a boy, 

presumably Noak Bridge Farm, Laindon.  It would 

appear that he had taken over the farm from 

Elizabeth as the 1851 census has her running the 

farm with two labourers. By the time of the 1891 

census they had both retired and were living at 

number 7 Church Road, Laindon. 

Elizabeth died on 6 July 1892, aged 78 and was 

buried at St Nicholas Church and James followed a 

year later aged 76 and was buried on the 24 July 1893 also at St Nicholas Church, 

Laindon. 

The 1891 & 1901 censuses has Robert John French farming out of Noak Bridge 

Farm, previously Bungs Farm, Laindon (1881) and later Brewitts Farm, Laindon 

(1911) Was Elizabeth an ancestor of Robert? The jury is still out on this one. 

 

 

 

FORE-RIDERS – Historic England Grade II listed. 

 

I wonder how many of you have spotted, Fore-Riders in the Old Nevendon Road 

near the Wickford turn off the A127. It is one of the Boroughs oldest buildings. 

The following is Historic England’s description: 



‘A small C16 timber-framed house altered in the C18 and later, now weather 

boarded. There is a crossing with a jetties upper storey at the south end. 2 Storeys, 

Casement Windows with lattice leaded lights C20. Roof tiled. The interior has 

exposed timber-framing. There are the remains of a moat.’ 

 

There is however more to the house 

than first appears. In the early 1500s 

it was a rectory and owned by the 

King who granted it to Sir Henry 

Wyatt in 1524 but in 1539 Sir Henry 

gave it back to Henry VIII. Under 

the rules of the day this allowed the 

King to appoint two out of three clergy. The Bishop of Rochester appointed the 

third. Henry however never stayed in the house. 

It is believed that the house was originally owned by a family called Forridere 

which dates back to the 1300s and this is probably where the name comes from. 

 

 

Basildon Borough Twinning Association 

You are probably aware that over the last three years we have partnered the 

Basildon Borough Twinning Association on World War One projects and will be 



continuing to do so for the 

foreseeable future but in 

between we both go our own 

ways. We continue to hold 

photographic displays around 

the borough and give talks on 

local history while the twinning 

association involve their self in 

continuing to build relationships 

with the Boroughs twin towns of 

Heiligenhaus, Germany and Meaux in France. 

For example in the past two months students from Germany and England have 

been going back and forwards holding football tournaments.  

The 2017 Football Tournament between Basildon and Heiligenhaus’s 

neighbouring town of Hösel took place on Saturday 27 May 2017 at Woodlands 

School. The participating teams were Basildon United, Vange School, West Ham 

Academy and the German team, Hösel SV. 

Our German guests arrived on Thursday 25 May with parents and 

teachers/coaches and in the afternoon, they played at Lee Chapel Primary School 

where they won their match. 

On Friday, they spent the day in London visiting various sites and on Saturday, 

they played at Woodlands School against three Basildon teams. They won each 

game and were the overall winners. Stephen Metcalfe, MP for South Basildon 

and East Thurrock, was there to meet parents and players, as well as to present 

the trophy to the winners. 

After their win, the group went to Southend for the afternoon and evening where 

they enjoyed fish and chips and since the weather was so hot, a dip in the water 

(and the mud!) 

They left Basildon after breakfast on Sunday morning to head back to Hösel – 

hopefully, with many happy memories of their time with us and after having made 

many new and lasting friendships. 

A few days later on 1 June two teams from Woodlands School (under 13 and 

under 18) travelled to Heiligenhaus. 



The Under 13 team were based at Verbert Hostel and the Under 18’s at Der Club 

in Heiligenhaus. After a short break the teams assembled at the SSvg 

Heiligenhaus pitch for an acclimatisation session. At the conclusion of the 

practice the group moved on to ‘Paradise’. The Heiligenhaus Council staff had 

arranged a barbecue session and home- made football themed assault course. 

Everyone was welcomed by the acting Mayor and there was even the opportunity 

to climb aboard a vintage fire engine. 

The following day saw the start of two tournaments simultaneously. The Under 

13 boys played at SV Hösel Football Club and the Under 18’s at SSvg 

Heiligenhaus. The 18’s had a long hard day from 10.00 till 18.00 and they had a 

day of mixed fortunes with a win, draws and losses. Finishing 5th out of 6 teams 

the lads found the experience a tiring one after such a full day before. 

The Under 13’s, however, were treated to a breakfast by the Hösel staff. Their 

tournament was played in a great spirit and a talented crew ran out the eventual 

winners not having conceded a goal. The boys then travelled to the Heiligenhaus 

pitch to support their older colleagues for a short while and then moved off to 

enjoy the outdoor swimming complex. 

The evening meal was arranged at The Dorkrug and everyone stayed on to watch 

the European Championship final on the big screen. 

The next day the Under 18’s had rest and went for a tour of The Shalke o4 

Football Stadium at Gelsenkirchen. The trip was very successful and enjoyed by 

all. 

The Under 13’s played a full day of football at SSvg Heiligenhaus. Once again 

the team showed their superior skill level in being undefeated by the conclusion. 

Only one team put up a stiff resistance and once again no goals were conceded 

by the team. The tournament has been going for 50 years and the Under 13 

tournament has never been won by a non- German team. Our German hosts were 

full of praise for the standard of play from the Woodlands Boys. FIRST EVER 

TEAM FROM ENGLAND TO WIN this particular tournament. What an 

achievement! 

Day Four was the turn of the Under 13’s to relax and do the tour to Shalke. The 

Under 18’s arrived at Hosel for a late breakfast. Having had an extra day’s rest 

made a difference. The performance on this day was first rate. The guys were far 

more competitive and well organised. Not to be outdone by their junior team they 

went through this tournament not conceding a goal and ran out the tournament 

winners. 



All the boys enjoyed the experience.  They all made a great impression both on 

and off the pitch. They were respectful and polite and were a credit to their school 

and Borough. They met good new friends and will be welcome back. The Under 

18 team had arrived in Germany with only 10 players. They were extremely 

grateful for the services of Sam Moore from Heiligenhaus. Sam is known to 

Woodlands School as he journeyed with pupils last year to The Somme. He fitted 

in well with all the guys and he was very thankful for the experience and 

opportunity. 

 

All the teams observed a minute's silence for the victims of the London Bridge 

Attack. 

 

 

Basildon Mayfest-13 May 2017 

Congratulation to the Rotary Club of Basildon 

Concord for another well organised and successful 

‘Mayfest’. We made a number of new contacts and 

hopefully we will be back again next year – Well 

done to Danny Lovey and his team. 

 

 

 

 



John Baron Charity Walk 

Volunteers of the Group along 

with the Basildon Twinning 

members enjoyed a great day out 

at the John Baron’s Charity Fun 

Walk at Barleylands Farm on 

Sunday 21 May 2017. Money 

raised by those who actually 

took part in the walk will help 

considerable towards the 

heritage display activities. 

 

 

 

Information needed: 

Local Second World War Employment 

Millicent Parker who lived in the Vange area, spent some of her time working at 

a local factory for a company called Briggs as a steel presser making Jerry Cans. 

Donald Campbell was Briggs supervisor engineer and use to call on the 

company’s various satellites factories to test the tolerances of the finished metal 

pressings. 

Question:- Does anybody know where this factory was or has any other 

information on the company? It is possible it was satellite factory of Briggs 

Motors at Dagenham? 

Future Display and Talks 

 

• 13 July – Scout AGM at Methodist Church Vange –Talk on ‘The Changing 

face of Basildon over the past 150 years’ 



• 14 July – Goldsmiths University, London – Talk on ‘ The Changing face 

of Basildon over the past 150 years  

• 22 July – Display of Basildon Carnival Memories at Northlands Park part 

of the Annual Carnival. 

• July 2017 - Gifford House (Care Home) – Talk (date to be confirmed)) 

• 20 August – Display at the Essex Field Club event, Green Centre, Wat 

Tyler Park. 

• 12 September – Talk -  Pitsea Women’s Institute 

• 16 September – Love your Borough event – Town Centre 

 

 

 

Local books for Sale at the Green Centre: 

Aspect of Wickford By Maurice Wakeham £10.00 

Basildon Through Time By Lisa Horner £12.99 

Basildon Famous People By Ken Porter £8.00 

Basildon Plotlands (The 

“Londoners” Rural 

Retreat 

By Deana Walker £5.00 

German POW Camp 

266 Langdon Hills 

By Ken Porter & Steve 

Wynn 

£8.00 

Is anybody out there By Joe Goodman £6.00 

Memories of Basildon By Jim Reeve £5.00 

The Story of Pitsea 

Mount 

By Christopher Harrold £5.00 

Wickford  Archive of 

Photographs 

By Peter Hall £5.00 

Basildon – Birth of a 

City 

By Peter Lucas £2.00 



Basildon By Peter Lucas £8.00 

Basildon A Pictorial 

History 

By Jessie K Payne £5.00 

Basildon – A History & 

Celebrations 

By Mara Cotrell £5.00 

The Story of Nevendon By Christopher Harrold 

and John Simpson 

£5.00 

Billericay Voices By Sylvia Kent £5.00 

When Basildon was 

Farms and Fields 

By Jessie K Payne £5.00 

Billericay (A history 

Tour in Pictures) 

Roger Green £5.00 

Laindon in the Great 

War 

By Ken Porter & Steven 

Wynn 

£8.00 

Secret Paths in South 

Essex 

By Sue Ranford £3.00 

Heritage Walks in 

Basildon 

By Sue Ranford £3.99 

Secret Basildon By Sue Ranford £3.99 

Growing up in Vange – 

My Story 

By Jack Fisher £2.00 

84 Years – A Journey 

from Langdon Hills to 

Corringham and Back  

By Wally Gilby £2.00 

We also have a collection of small booklets and pamphlets from 10p to 

£2.00 

 

 



Volunteers 

We are always on the lookout for new volunteers to help with our research and at 

the moment we are particularly on the lookout for somebody who can run our 

Web Site.  

Photographs and Memories 

Do not forget we are still after your photographs, memories and artefacts of the 

Borough. Why not call in at the Green Centre at Wat Tyler and have a chat and 

a cup of tea with us. We are there on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 

9.30am until 1pm and Saturdays from 10.30am until 4pm. 

Future Newsletters 

If you would like a copy of future newsletter by email please let us know by 

sending in an email or speak to one of our volunteers. 

  

Web site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk. Email Info@basildonheritage.org.uk 

We are also on Facebook : Basildon Heritage 
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