
 

1 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 2019 – Newsletter 32 

Index 

Carnarvon Bay –Light Vessel 44 1 Volunteers - Members 7 

Second World War-Shotgate 4 Future Newsletters 7 

Netherlands 5 General Data Protection Reg. 7 

Nevendon Brick Works 5 Web site details 7 

Naming of Billericay 6   

BOSP 6   

Coming Events 7   

Books-Photographs 7   

 

Carnarvon Bay – Light Vessel 44  

If you take a trip down to the marina at Wat Tyler Park and look to the left/easterly 
direction is a WW2 Pillbox which was part of the General Headquarters (GHL) Line. It is now 
used as a Viewing platform. From here again in easterly direction towards Vange bay in a spot 
known as Oyster Creek you will clearly see in the distance the above vessel slowly 

deteriorating. 
The vessel was built in 

1869 by C. Hill and Sons for 
Trinity House.  These Light 
Vessels were not designed for 
travel and often had no engines 
for propulsion. They were 
designed to be moored in the 
open sea, whatever the weather 
conditions. They would be towed 
to their selected moorings. LV 44 
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was such a vessel. It is believed that she was one of the ‘Nore’ lightships. She had an iron 
deckhouse and carried the first ever revolving lantern on her mast. 

The Nore is a sandbank at the mouth of the Thames Estuary. It marks the point where 
the River Thames meets the North Sea, roughly between Havengore Creek in Essex and 
Warden Point on the Isle of Sheppey in Kent. As the sand bank was a major hazard for shipping 
in and out of London, in 1732 it received the world’s first lightship. This became a major 
landmark and was used as an assembly point for shipping. Today it is marked by Sea Reach 
No. 1 Buoy.  

LV 44 was taken out of service 
in 1945 and eventually sold to Erith 
Yacht Club for £140, to become their 
new club house, it was renamed 
Garson 11, taking its name from their 
first club house T.S.Garson. Over time 
the interior of the vessel was 
transformed into comfortable 
Headquarters, complete with Steward 
Accommodation including a Grand 

Piano. By 1981 the vessel was no longer suitable for the increasing membership of the Yacht 
club and a new ship the Folgefonn took its place. Garson 11 was moved to a temporary berth 
in bottom creek being eventually sold to Pitsea Sailing Club for £1800 in the spring of 1982. 

The Pitsea Sailing Club in September 1982 held a riotous ship-warming party attended 
by visitors from various Yacht Clubs. Although she remained in service afloat for a number of 
years, she was eventually abandoned. Another piece of the Boroughs Heritage disappearing. 
NB: Trinity House is a charity dedicated to safeguarding shipping and seafarers, providing 

education, support and welfare to the seafaring community with a statutory duty as a General 

Lighthouse Authority to deliver a reliable, efficient and cost-effective aid to navigation service 

for the benefit and safety of all mariners. 

  ‘Nore View’ – The agricultural 
depression of the late 1870s resulted in 
a plotland era that was to last for 70 
years, but it was not just humble 
dwellings that were built. There were 
one or two vary elaborate homes built. 
One such house was ‘Nore View’ in 
Langdon Hills. It is believed it got its 
name from the fact that you could see 
the Nore’s lighthouse from its location. 
Certainly not possible today as its 
location was in the middle of today’s 
nature reserve ‘Marks Hill’ but a century 
ago the tree line was nowhere near like 
today, so it is more than likely the Nore’s 

lighthouse could have been seen. The name Nore View is still in use today as a Cul De Sac in the Great 
Berry area of Langdon Hills. 
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                                      Nore View                               Maunsell Fort 

 During the Second World War a series of defensive towers, known as Maunsell Forts 
were built in the Thames estuary to protect the approach to London from air and sea attack. 
The Nore was the site of one of these, the Great Nore Tower. It was equipped with a battery 
of anti-aircraft guns and manned by a unit of the British Army. It was completed in 1943 but 
was abandoned at the end of hostilities. It was badly damaged in a collision in 1953 and 
dismantled in 1959-60. 

 

 
Arriving at Pitsea 

 

 

Abandoned 
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Second World War 

Shotgate  
 
If you find yourself wondering around Shotgate you will come across two roads named:- 
 

Hurricane Way and Hodgson Way 
 

 The formal opening of Hodgson Way was 
conducted by Group Captain Peter W 
Townsend CVO, DSO, DFC on 20th June 1986. 
Also, on the verge of Blake Hall Drive, Shotgate 
is a white Tablet mounted on a brick structure. 
The tablet bears the badge of 85 Squadron and 
its motto:- 
 

NOOTU DIQUE VENAMUR0 

(“We hunt by day and night”) 
The Tablet is inscribed:- 

‘In the proud and affectionate memory of pilot officer W.H Hodgson DFC, a 19-year-old New 
Zealander in no. 85 Squadron who narrowly missed the village of Shotgate whilst crash landing 
his burning Hurricane on this site after combat over London on 31st August 1940. Per Ardua 
Ad Astra. (‘Through adversity to the stars’). 
 

 
           The Memorial             Bill Hodgson D.F.C. 

 Pilot Officer William Henry Hodgson, was a New Zealander and in August, 1940 took part with 
his squadron (85th) in an engagement against more when 250 enemy aircraft, severely damaging 
several of them. Two days later he operated with his squadron against 150 bombers and fighters and 
on this occasion destroyed two Messerschmitt 110’s and damaged a Heinkel 111. Later on 31st August, 
during an engagement against 30 Dornier 215’s, escorted by about 100 enemy fighters, he attacked 
one of the Dornier’s 215’s head on severely damaged it and then engaged and shot down a 
Messerschmitt 109. Although Pilot officer Hodgson’s aircraft was hit and set on fire by a cannon shell 
he managed to keep the fire under control; until he had effected a landing some distance away. By so 
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doing he undoubtedly avoided causing civilian casualties. This officer has exhibited bravery of a high 
order and a complete disregard of his own personal safety. He was awarded the DFC, unfortunately 
he was never able to return to his homeland. On 13 March 1941 he and another great R.A.F. pilot 
Sammy Allard were killed when their plane went down out of control during take-off at Debden airfield 
in Essex. William was buried with full honours at Saffron Walden Military Cemetery, we have his full 
story at our offices in the Green Centre, Wat Tyler if you are interested 

 

Netherlands 

 In the last newsletter we reported that we had received a letter from Rob Wethly who runs a 
local history group in Schoonebeek, Netherlands thanking us for the help we were able to give him. 
Since then emails have been flying back and forwards plying each other with additional information. 
`It has also resulted in another volunteer group from Udenhout in the Netherlands who are looking 
after the graves of three British Soldiers killed in action in October 1944 and who are buried in 
Udenhout Roman Catholic Churchyard. It is their intention in October to celebrate their liberation 75 

years ago and will give extra attention to the three British soldiers who gave their lives for freedom. 
 We immediately hit social media (facebook) to see what additional information we could find 
out. Although we have not been to date that successful in obtaining any further information we have 
as a result of our request had responses from all over the world for example, America, Australia etc. 
In the meantime, we are continuing to build up our relationship with both Rob Wethly and the 
volunteer group in Udenhout led by Frank de Hommel. 
 

Nevendon Road Brickworks 

 It would appear that the brickworks came into existence in the 1890’s. In October 1899 they 
sold for £2,300.00 and covered an area of about 16 acres. It was stated that the site contained a rich 
deposit of superior red and stock brick earth with valuable brickmaking plant and machinery in full 
working order. 
 There was another brickworks in the area of Castledon Farm and Barnhall Farm but apparently 
the clay was not as good as that found at the Nevendon Road works. The row of terraced cottages in 
the Nevendon Road known as ‘Brickfield Cottages’ were built in 1900 for its workers. 
 About 1925 a certain man came to the works to select some bricks for a large house called 
‘Chartwell’. Yes, it was Winston Churchill. His visit is well remembered and the firm’s driver, Jack 
Humphreys, delivered the order to Chartwell and had the order receipted by Churchill. His remarks 
were “are they all there”? 
 Other places where the bricks were known to have been used, though not as hallowed as 
Chartwell Manor, were Runwell Hospital, a school in South Ockendon, Public House in Shoe Lane, two 
coast guard cottages at Aldeburgh Suffolk, Houses in Wick Drive, Two houses on the corner of Crouch 

Drive/Southend Rd. 
  The owners from about 1925 had been W.T. 
Lamb & Sons.  The brickworks closed down in 
1961. It then returned to scrubland and was a 
haunt for children after frog’s spawn, newts etc 
and exploring and rambling over (and their Dads – 
personal knowledge) Judging by the photographs, 
many happy days had been had before that. 
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Naming of Billericay 

 In our previous newsletter (31) we attempted to trace the name of Billericay, the following is 
a further attempt to try and trace where the name came from:- 
 What is the origin of the name ‘Billericay’, is one of the greatest mysteries connected with the 
history of Billericay. The Billericay Observer back in the 1960s attempted to explain its origin:  
Billericay does not appear in the Domesday Book, its first mention of the town is recorded as ‘Byllyrica’ 
in 1291, but I feel we need to go back further to see where the name possibly came from. Among the 
suggestions is a number of Roman names ‘Bellerius’ (camp of a Roman general Bellerius) and ‘Bello 
Castrum’ (fair Camp). The suggestion that ‘Villa Erica’ was corrupted into ‘Billericay’ has received a fair 
amount of support. 
 In the Middle Ages it was called by the names ‘Byliricay’, ‘Billerykay’ and ‘Billeryke’. The Essex 
historian Morant suggest that it is of Norman-French origin and states that in 1343 it was called 

‘Beleuca’, ‘Baleuga’ or ‘Banleuga’, denoting a 
territory round a borough or manor. John Norden 
calls it ‘Billerecrais’ on his 1594 map. 
 Another map calls it ‘Billericay alias Build 
upon Cave’. It is known that there are a number 
of caves below the High Street, but there is no 
support from any other source. There is a very 
interesting suggestion put forward by several 
sources. Apparently at one time there was a town 
in Kent called ‘Billerica’, situated in a very similar 
position to that of Billericay i.e. an isolated hill 
‘standing above an undulating plain’. It is 
therefore suggested that ‘Billerica’ was an old 

word meaning ‘hill above the plain’ or something similar. This appears to be a possibility but again 
there is no documentary evidence to prove it. 
 By the 17th and 18th centuries the standard form used was ‘Billerica’ and this is the spelling 
Billericay’s sister town in America uses. The additional ‘y’ does not seem to have been in common use 
until the 19th century.  
 The Billericay Observer although an adult newspaper was edited and run entirely by Wynford 
Grant, considered at the time the World’s Youngest Editor. 
 

Brighter Opportunities for Special People (BOSP) 

        BOSP is another Group that has joined us at the Green 
Centre, Wat Tyler, they celebrated their 28th birthday in June and 
during that time they had many homes mainly due to financial 
restrictions and leases coming to an end. Basildon Council came to 
their aid and offered them facilities at the park a base where they 
can organise many of their activities. 
        BOSP offers regular structured clubs at evenings, 
weekends and school holidays in the Basildon, Brentwood, 
Billericay and Wickford area providing fun and exciting activities 
with social opportunities for children and young people with 
disabilities aged 4 years to 25 years. Their aims are to develop the 
children and young people’s independence, self-esteem and social 

skills. BOSP development clubs have a high ratio of experienced staff, enabling them to support 
children and young people with mild or more complex disabilities, including those with medical needs 
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or limited communication skills – for more information please telephone 01268 553117, email: 

enquires@bosp.co.uk or visit their website www.bosp.co.uk. – Registered Charity No. 1107392. 
 

Coming Events 

Photographic Displays: 

• 1st Sept. -  Bowers Gifford – Westgate Park- Picnic in the Park 

• 7th Sept. – Bowers Gifford – Benbow Club – Coffee Morning 

• 8th Sept. – John Baron’s Walk – Barleylands 

• 14th Sept. – Wickford Carnival 

• 5th Oct. – Industrial Heritage Fair – Sandford Mill Museum, Chelmsford 

Talks: 

• 7th Oct. – Vange Horticultural Society – Basildon Famous 

 

Books – Photographs 
 

We have a selection of local books and photographs for sale plus a collection of small booklets of 
specific topics researched by our Volunteers on the First World War. (10p -£3.00).  

 
Volunteers-Members 

 We are always on the lookout for new volunteers to help with our research, digitising our 
photographs, typing up individual memories, sorting out displays, helping out at various events etc; 
why not call in at our Heritage/Office at the Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park to see what we get up to. 
Our opening times are Monday and Wednesday 9.30am -12.30pm and Saturdays 10am – 3.30pm.  

 
You can also become a member - £1 annual membership or £10 life membership. 
 

Future Newsletters 
 Future Newsletters If you would like a copy of future newsletters by email please let us know 
by sending in an email or speak to one of our volunteers. 
 

General Data Protection Regulations. (GDPR) 
 In accordance with the latest General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) we will not divulge 
any personal information to third parties without prior approval and you will be able to request at any 
time removal from our mailing list. 
 
Web site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk. Email k.kfp@btinternet.com We are also on Facebook; 
Basildon Heritage 
 

 

 

mailto:enquires@bosp.co.uk
http://www.bosp.co.uk/
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